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Please Join Us 
For the 


Dedication of the Memorial Rock 


In honor of 
Larry M. Gronewold 
American Legion Post 532 
Donahue, IA 


On Sunday November 4" 
At 3 pm 


Located near gazebo and 
new playground 


We 
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Awmwericaw Leguow Post 532 
Donahue, lowe 
Sunday, November 4t~ 
: 3:00. 
\ Located near the gazebo & 
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Donahue, lowe 
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Larry attended Boys State in 1962 
for the Donahue meuion 


=O 


Kaien 


Hawkeye 
Boys 
State 


= 


PROGRAM 
June 3-9, 1962 


=> 


Camp Dodge 
Des Moines 









Hawkeye Boys State 


CAMP DODGE 


DES MOINES, IOWA 


JUNE 3-9, 1962 
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SPONSORED BY 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 
DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 


OFFICERS OF 


HAWKEYE | gay ATTENDANCE 
a ee Nee CERTIFICATE 


This is the group of FFA members 
From the state of lowa who 
Toured Europe on the 
People to People Good will Tour in 1963 


ET aT a fed 














armers of 7 , 
ye ¥ ~< INe,,. 
<u" "leg 


3) Studying Borational Agriculture, 
BFounded 1928 





of Boys 





ia was amarded the 


Degree of Chapter Harmer 
of te Nast en Me (ilierars Future Farmers of 


America and is entitled to this testimonial. 


Given this _/27A__day ot_Ma y in Z/ a 


teen 
. is P PAs Ags © A 
Chapter President Chapter Advisor p at 4 


- — 


et ~— 3 


= 4 ot 





North Scott Yout “Ts Towa Farmer 


Farm Owner At 17 


Being a farm owner and operator at the age of 17 


is the main reason why Lar 


ty M. Gronewold, a member 


of the North Scott Chapter, Future Farmers of Ameri. 
ca, was named one of the 201 1963 “Iowa” Farmers. An- 
nouncement of the selection of the “Towa” Farmers were 


¥ made at the annua] Future Farmers of 


Me vention held at Sioux City. 


Larry, cn with his brother, 

my Ralph, 20, owns and operates a 

= farm of 160 acres northeast of 

Donahue. They are the sons of Mr. 

and Mrs. Elmer Gronewold, Dona- 

@ hue. Larry, a senior at North 

Scott. Community high school, has 

been a member of the FFA chap- 

ter four years, His brother, a 

j graduate of North Scott, has been 
a FFA member for five years. 

The two brothers bought the 
farm in February of 1962, and 
look. over operation of the ‘place 
at that time: They operated the 
farm with the use of the farm 
equipment owned by their father, 
paying him a rental fee. 

“We just don’t have the capital 
necessary at the present time to 
buy our. own equipment, 2 Larry 
said. “However, that will come}. 
Tater.” 

Last: year the ibbys planted. 60 
acres to’ corn, harvesting a yield 


of between. 80 and 90. bushels <per. 


acre. Part of the corn acreage 
was’ fertilized, the balance being 
Planted on clover ground. 


This” year they are. blinting 60 
acres {o corn, will’ have dS acres: 


America con- 
The ecetee was conferred 


SO en ne 
in oats and 15 in alfalfa hay. The 
balance of the farm is in wood- 
land pasture. 

To utilize the corn produced on 
their farm Larry and Ralph pur- 
chased 22 steers last July, weigh- 
ing about 535 pounds. They were 
put on full feed last August, and 
will be marketed some time late 
in the summer. ; 

“The steers winlered through 
without the advantage of alee 
on the farm,” Larry said, ‘and 
as a result didn’t make the gains 
we would like to have seen. How- 
ever, they are coming along nice- 
ly now.” Rone 

The two brothers also have a 
small herd of purebred Herefords, 
running seven cows which {he y 
had as 4-H club Projects. Five of 
the cows have calves, so they are 
- {gradually building up the herd. 

The partners also have a 12: sow: 
herd, built up from . gilts used in 
1H projects, and these sows are 
now coming in with pigs. In ad- 
dition they have 25 fall’ pigs which 


are being finished. out for market. 
These pigs weigh from 190 to 220 
pounds. They are part of a bunch 





LARRY GRONEWOLD 
from which 20 head have already 
been marketed. 

Only’ two per cent of the active 
Future Farmers of America mem- 
bers in the state may receive the 
“Iowa” Farmer degree i in any one 
year. Others from. the eastern 
Iowa area receiving the - degree 
were: 

Loren L. Bohnsack, Muscatine 
chapter; Roger W. Cozine, West 
Branch. chapter; James E. Dodds,’ 


_|Tipton chapter; Robert E. Fulwid:| 


er, West Branch; -Gary M. Glenny, 
Muscatine; Gary L. Hahn, West 
Liberty; Eldon L, Hotz, ‘Lone 
Tree;. Steve L, Martin, Columbus 
Junction; Reynold L, Mowry, 
Bennett; Wayne L. Petersen, ~Ma- 
quoketa; Dean’ H. Riedesel, Ben- 
nelt; and ae Li. Swartzerdruls. 
er, Lone Tree. | ; : 





Ralph Gronewold 
Terry Schmidt 
ne Mart Derald Doerscher 
Bill Sener Jim Kul Don Krambeck 
Rick Stoltenberg 
Don Strobbe 


Bob Westerhof 
Butch. Westerhof 


James Colby 
Walter Spies 
Charles Hahn 


A special word of thanks to The North Scott FHA Girls 
for their excellent service at cur banquet. 
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FFA Youth To Tell Of Farm 
Tour Of Europe At Donahue 


Larry Gronewald, Donahue, | meeting 8 p.m., Monday in the 


member of the North Scott Fu- Donde sate ied 
ture Farmers of America chap- sored by the Donahue Business 
ter, will tell of the FFS farm)yfen, and is open to anyone in- 
tour of Europe which he made|terested. Coffee and doughnuts 


last year, He will speak at a will be served, 


7 FAR-AWAY PLACES )eckon to 

a all of us at this season, wad es-| 
pecially so to Eastern Iowa young’ 
people. Several FFA boys are now | 
in Europe on a Vo-Ag Good Will 
tour. A number of girls from this 
area are now enroute. to Washing- 
ton on the Rural Electric Co-op 
tour. And-in another few weeks 
some 36 Scott County 4-Hers and 
leaders will also be heading for 
the Nations. capitol. 
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RONEWOLD | 


Route 1, Donahue, the Eldridge 


FFA member now in. Europe, 
~ ought {o be getting quite a thrill} 
| oul of sights overseas. The 23 
' Jowa Future Farmers, plus eight 
from Texas, started their Euro- 

pean adventure in Scotland. Eng- 

Jand was-next_on: the agenda. Six 

other countries were to be visited, 

including» Hungary. and Cz 

Slovakia, behind the Tron Curtain. 

_A FOUR YEAR FEA MEM-| 

BER, Larry won his Jow | 

er degree this spring. 

4.310 acre farm with 
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Headquarters 


G. S. Army Training Center 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky 


Certificate 
this ts to certify that 


Larry M Gronewald 
US 5h 927 577 


Co. c, ist Bn. ist Bde. has successfully completed Basic Combat Training 
as prescribed by ATP 21-114 at Fort Campbell, Kentuckp on 15 septemer 1967. 


Plticial: 


SU ® 


Flops Z. Johnson Michael Paulick 
Lieutenant Colonel, 6 Brigadier General, USA 
 foerss 63 Commanding 





Larry and Karen Marten 
At Fort Campbell 


Karen with Paul Birschbach 


Larry and Karen with 
Meryl and Karen Meinert 











The beginning of a great 
Friendship with the Birschbach family 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96225 


27 January 1968 


Mr. Elmer Gronewold 
Rural Route #1 
Donahue, Iowa 52746 


Dear Mr. Gronewold: 


Your son joined the 25th Infantry Division in Vietnam om January ll. 
As one of us, he will use the best equipment available to any soldier in the 
world. Already thoroughly trained, he will receive a final orientation 

fran highly competent and professimal leaders prior to taking up his duties. 
The 25th Infantry Divisim cotains infantry, armor, artillery, medical, 
maintenance, engineer, aviation, signal, and supply units. Each of our more 
than 17,000 soldiers is assigned to duty for which he has been trained. 

With hard work and diligence your son will be able to say with pride that 

he did his share to contribute to the preservation of freedom in the world. 


Please write often. Mail is an important morale booster for soldiers 
serving so far away from home, Your son will be counting on your support 
in the maths ahead. Airmail letters addressed to his new address should 
reach him in four to six days from your post office. Mail sent to a previous 
address Will take an extra seven to ten days. His new address is: 


=—TS ee te eo 


I assure you that we have the means to take care of every reasonable 
need of our soldiers and we provide them ample opportunity to present any 
problem that may arise. Please feel free to write if you have any questions 
concerning your son while he is with the division. 


Sincerely yours, 


otherecee 


Major General, USA 
Commanding 
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Larry Gronewald, 22, 
‘Dies March 25, Viet 


PFC, Larry M. Gronewold, 
22, son of Mr. and Mrs, Elmer 
Gronewold, rural- Donahue, died 
Monday, March. 25 of injuries 
received while on a combat op- 
eration when his unit engaged a 
hostile force in firefight. 

Larry is a 1963 graduate of 
North Scott Community Junior- 
Senior High School. He was 
‘awarded the Jowa Farmer ci- 


te tation of the Future Farmer of 


America in 1963 and was active 
in FFA for four years, He toured 


_ eight European countries: after 


graduation from high school, 

He farmed’ with his brother, 
Ralph;.-northwest of Donahue, 
until he was drafted in July, 
1967, He took his basic training 
at Fort Campbell, Ky., had three 
weeks advance training ona per- 


/- sonnel carrier at Fort Knox, Ky., 


and left for Vietnam on Jan. 8 
of this year. He was a member 


of -the 23rd Regiment, 25th in- : 


_frantry. Division, 


Larry is survived by his par- 
ents; two brothers, Eugene, Dav- 
enport, and Ralph, Donahue; two 
‘Sisters, Mrs. Larry (Arlene) 
Oetzmann, Dixon, and Mrs, David 
(Linda) Holdorf, Walcott. 


The body will be Fetunied to 
se the Runge Mortuary, Davenport, 


Funeral services will be held ~ 
at 1 p.m. Fri., March 5 at the 
- Runge Chapel, Davenport. Burial. 


will be. in Davenport Memorial 


~ Park Cemetery. 


LARRY GRONEWOLD 


Visitation will begin at 2 p.m. 


_ Wednesday at Runges. 











| Larry Gronewald 
Funeral Services 


Held On April 5 


DONAHUE--Funeral services 
for PFC Larry Marshall Grone- 
wold, 22, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elmer Gronewold, Donahue, were 
held in the Runge Chapel, Dav- 
enport on Friday, April 5, with 
the Rev. Donald Sondral, Hope 
Lutheran Church, Dixon, offici- 
ating. 
Members of the Donahue Leg- 
Mion formed the color guard and 

the firing squad. “Taps’? were 

‘sounded by Norbert Albrecht, a 

Sa member of the Donahue Post. 

"Pallbearers were David Mar- 

ten, Allen Schnoor, Dennis La- 

frenz, David Keppy; Gene Oetz- 


= mann and Steven Johnson. 


Larry Gronewold 


Killed In Vietnam 


Private. First Class Larry 
Gronewold, 22, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Elmer Gronewold, Dona- 
hue, was killed Monday morning 
at 8:30 in Vietnam. 

His parents received word, of 
his death late Tuesday afternoon. 

Pfc, Gronewold entered the 
service July 10, 1967 and left 
Jan. 8, 1968 for Vietnam, He was 
with the 25th Infantry. 

Funeral arrangements for the 


1963 graduate of North Scott 
‘-Community High School were: 


pending at Observer press time 
Wednesday morning. : 
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(Related Reading: 9 and 24) 


Two more Hast Iowans have been killed in com- 
bat in Vietnam, the Defense Department announced 


PFC. GRO: 2WOLI- 


>. Dies In. Coynbat-<.- 


—merica. He had heen aclive 


Ce Care ar 


Wednesday. 


Pfe. Larry M.- Gronewold, 
22, son of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Gronewold, rural 
died March 25. He died of 
wounds suffered when caught 
in heavy enemy cross fire. 

First Lt. Francis L.. Gau- 
locher, 22, Iowa City, died 
Sunday from: metal fragment 
wounds, while on a combat 
mission. He becaine the first 
Towa Citian to be: killed. in 
Vietnam. fighting. 


Pic. Gronewold was a gradu- 
ale of North Scott igh 
School, 1n:1963 he was eward- 
ed the. lowa Marmer citation 


i Fa for four years. 


“Ae entered the Army July 


=A051967, taking his basic train- 


| rier at Ft. Knox, Ky. He-lett. : 
“for duty: in Vietnam Jan. 8. 
~* Survivors include his. par-. : 
ents; ‘brothers, Gene, Daven- | 


mg at. kt: Campbell, Ky. He 
had@three weeks. advance 
training on a personnel:car-: 


a port, and Ralph, ‘Donahue, 
y and sisters, Mrs. Larry: Oetz- 
= man, Dixon, Jowa, and Mrs. c 


a 0} Walcott, 


Donahue, » 


mers of = 


dy 


The body will be returned to 


the Runge Mortuary, Daven- 
port. d 
Lt. Gaulocher, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Albert F. Gaulocher, 
arrived in South Vietnam, Feb. 
2 where he was. assigned to 
( the 25th Army Infantry. 
He entered the Army in 
April 1966 and served in Pana- 
| ma eight months prior to 
| being transferred to Vietnam. 
An Towa City High School 
graduate, he attended the Uni- 
versity of Iowa two. years. 


Prior to entering the service, 


he was carrier instructor with 
the Iowa City Press-Citizen. 

_ Survivors are his wife, the 
former Katherine Kleopfer, 
Riverside; a 10-week-old 
7, 


0; Army.-Pic. 
Mrsvand Mrs.-Elm 
jahue. Runge. 


daughter, Sherry, and his par- > 
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===) WESTERN UNION 
This is a fast message 
unless its deferred char- ts . NL=Night Letter 
Set emai Tat | a teats or ie Bang TELEGRAM Ti pamtenacs = 
The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL aa point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 
1016P CST MAR 29 68 MA5H9 LB370 
L WA161 xv GOVT PDB:4 EXTRA FAX WASHINGTIN DC 29 NFT ~ 
ELMER GRONEWORI, DONT PHONE 
RURAL RTE #1 DONAHUE IOWA : : . ~ 
REMAINS YOUR SON, LARRY WILL BE CONSIGNED TO RUNGE MORTUARY, 
gol. WEST 3RD STREET DAVENPORT, IOWA PLEASE DO NOT SET DATE A 
OF FUNERAL UNTIL PORT-AUTHORITES NOTIFY YOU AND FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
DATE AND SCHEDULED TIME OF ARRIVAL DESTINATION a 
DISPOTISTION BRANCH MEMORIAL DIV IS ION CEPARTHEN OF THE ARMY 
WUX MB ; eS 
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SF1201(R2-65) 
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acter is indicated by the ' ‘E LE( RAM ; T lara 
proper symbol. : LT =Yarcer Telegram, 
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The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 


YY 554P CST APR 1 68 MB458 LA2h4 — Duplicate of telephone a delegeam 
\ -L OLE204 RX GOVT PDB OAKLAND CALIF 1. NFT 
ELMER GRONEWOLD ( DELIVER AND REPORT cH@s) 
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DONAHUE IOWA eee, fn 0 ee 
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\\. REMAINS PFC LARRY M GRONEWOLD © co : 
_ ACCOMPANIED BY MILITARY ESCORT DEPARTING SAN FRANCISCO TWA- 

\ FLIGHT NR 162 815 AM 2 APR FOR RUNGE MORTUARY DAVENPORT IOWA 

ARRIVING MOLINE ILL VIA OZARK FLIGHT NR 954 719PM 2 APR. REQUEST 

NS FUNERAL DIRECTOR RECEIVE RENAINS AND ESCORT AT MOLINE NEAREST 

TERMINAL TO DAVENPORT 








HEARSE 
UNITED STATES MILITARY*ASBIB TAN 
OFFICE OF 74 


10 APR 1968 
MACJOO 


Mr, and Mrs. Elmer Gronewold (974 NOV § AM he \6 


Rural Route 1 
Donahue, Iowa 52746 CEE Ae- eherge g) ; 


RECORDER 
caves SCOTT COUNTY, IOWA 


Dear Mr. and Mrs, Gronewold: ST x3 V4 


I am deeply distressed to learn of the death of your son, Private First 
Class Larry M. Gronewold, United States Army, while assigned to this 
command, I always have a feeling of close personal loss when informed 
of the death of members of this command who have died while serving 
their country here in Vietnam. I know that it must be especially diffi- 
cult for you because of the fact your son was serving so far from home 


and family. 


Your son made the supreme sacrifice in the service of his country for 
the cause of freedom, The circumstances surrounding his death and in- 
formation concerning the memorial services held in this command will 
be forwarded to you by his commanding officer. 


Please accept the deepest sympathy and heartfelt condolences of all per- 
sonnel of this command, which I hope will be-of some consolation-at-this— 
time of personal sorrow and bereavement. You may rest assured that 
all of us will continue to do our utmost to bring eventual victory so that 
your son‘s sacrifice will not have been in vain. 


Sincerely, 


W. C. WESTMORELAND 
General, United States Army 
Commanding 





974 NOY 8 AM UN: 16 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

ATH BATTALION (MECH), 23D INFANTRY 17483774 
25th Infantry Division 
APO San Francisco 96225 


15 APR 1968 


Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Gronewold 
RR#1 
Donahue, Iowa 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Gronewold: 


I extend my most profound sympathy on the recent loss of your son, Private 
First Class Larry M.Gronewold, US54927577, who died in the service of his 
country on March 25, 1968 at 8:30 A.M. Larry was participating in a recon- 
naissance in force mission in the Trang Bang area northwest of Cu Cui, RVN 
when he was mortally wounded by enemy small arms fire and anti-tank rockets. 


Your son's death came as a shock to all who knew him and his loss will be 
keenly felt in this battalion. Larry had proven himself to be an exemplary 
soldier, both well liked and highly respected by his fellow men. His dedi- 
cation to duty and to his country was one of the highest form that can be 
expected of an American. 


Memorial services will be conducted for Larry by his unit at their Tomahawk 
Memorial Chapel. 


For myself and for the officers and men of this unit, please accept this 
letter as a symbol of our sympathy and personal condolences, 


Sincerely yours, 


ie i! FULLERTON 
LTC, Infantry 


Commanding 
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2229 RayeurN House OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 
202-225-6576 


FRED SCHWENGEL 
Isr District, lowa 


DISTRICT OFFICE; 
404 UNION ARCADE 
Davenport, IowA 52801 
319-324-3527 


Congress of the United States 


Bouse of Representatives 


Washington, DB. C. 
April 1, 1968 


ROBERT F. TYSON 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Gronewold 
RR 
Donahue, Iowa 


Dear Friends: 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS 


SUBCOMMITTEES; 
FLOOD CONTROL 
ROADS 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUND 
WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT 
APPALACHIA 


COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION 


SUBCOMMITTEES: 
LIBRARY AND MEMORIALS 
ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT 


It is with deep sorrow that I learn of the loss of your 
son who was serving in the Army in Vietnam. He truly gave his 
life for his country in defense of peace and justice in the 
world. It is for us, the living, to insure he did not give his 


life in vain. 


Mrs. Schwengel joins me in extending to you our deepest 


sympathy. 


Sincerely yours, 


FRED SCHWENGEL 


Member of Congress 





DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96225 


15 APR 1968 


Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Gronewold 
RR #1 
Donahue, Iowa 52716 





Dear Mr. and Mrs. Gronewold: 


The officers and men of the 25th Infantry Division join with me in extend- 
ing our deepest and most sincere sympathy in the loss of your son, Larry. 

He was a truly fine, outstanding soldier whose ability, Spirit, and devotion 
to his country made him a valued and highly respected member of this divi- 
Sion and the United States Army. 


Those of us in the 25th Division remain dedicated to uphold and advance 
those principles which your son so valiantly defended. We are determined 
to do all in our power to insure that his great sacrifice will not have 
been in vain. 


The burden of grief you bear cannot be lightened with words. Our thoughts 
are with you, and we pray that you will find comfort in your faith, your 
family, and your friends. We in the division are available to assist you 
in any way possible. 


Sincerely, 


C _ K. MEARNS 


Major General, USA 
Commanding 





Donahue, Lowa 


March 31 1968 


Mr. Albert Karstens 
Mayor of Donahue Iowa 
Donahue, Towa 


Dear Mr. Karstens. 
In behalf of the Donahue Legion Post # 532 and it's 
Commander, Lewis Sade, I ask you to request that all business establish-— 
ments pay tribute to Larry Gronewold, a very respective citizen of this 
community, who has sacrificed his life in Viet Nam this past week. 
We sug@est that all doors be closed for at least two (2) hours on 
the day of his funeral. Thesechours are to start at the same time the 


funeral services will start. 


-Respectfully Yours 


Mh dows 


Sgt. At Arms 
Donahue Legion Post 455 0 





$ 


: Ey DB SS IS Se. Ce ae Co Say ae 
* jl == | aaa 3 
y tars i : : 


WASHINGTON 


28 March 1968 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Gronewold: 


The news of the passing of your son, Private First Class 
Larry M. Gronewold, on 25 March, in Vietnam has just reached 


me. I write to express my sympathy at this time of your per- 
sonal sorrow. 


vucooncacdoocconaavccssssysosocIdes 


While words may bring you little consolation, I hope that in 
the days to come you will find some comfort in knowing that 
his service to his country was courageous and selfless. Your 
son has given the priceless gift of life to protect his loved 
ones at home and to safeguard the cherished beliefs for which 
his Nation stands. 


Through his sacrifice he has joined the long line of American 
soldiers who throughout our history have given their lives for 
freedom and for peace. You can treasure the thought that your 
son is noble among men who share the blessings of freedom. 


On behalf of all those who were privileged to serve with hin 
in the United States Amy, I express heartfelt sympathy to you. 


Most sincerely, 


Kawai 


HAROLD K. JOMMSON 
General, United States Army 
Chief of Staff 


Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Gronewold 
Route 1 
Donahue, Iowa 52746 
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_ This was probably the last letter 
_ written by Larry. 

_ It was sent to our brother, Gene , 
_ for his birthday on the 24" of March. B ‘, i 





a Ge a tke. ey Ee: SEs ~Aaee, 
dae le TEL ES oe Sg Katine ohh tk. 
a7 inept Mh bE, poe pon ns Yoga ll pele Fel 

LF te. #3 A See ed 
(PGE arg 


ay sige io ay 


Pee se 
appa, 
Tae t 
avs, pao Anke 
meee 
rh LB 


Beware BORE 
CR Pathak hele, | 
ae ee 
oe ve ge ae 

fod pha oe a 

Car. hile A oi bork ppt Botee t 











meron Tron Pr nase Release No, 1 FY~69-8-14 . 


FORT LEONARD WOOD 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


~ ~ 


| 

Major General George H, Walker, left, commanding general of Fort Lconard Wood, Mo., 
presents the Silver Star, Bronze Star Medal and the Purple Heart to Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 

| Gronewold of Donahue, ia., posthumously awarded to their son, Private First Glass 

| Lerty M. Gronewold, who was killed in Vietnam this year, The awards were presented 
at retirement and award ceromoni¢s at Fort Wood July 25. The citation read in part, 
“while serving as a machine gimner during a road clearing operation, Private First 
Class Gronewold’s vehicle ay disabled when a twice enemy force launched a full scale 
attack, With complete disregard for his own safety he fearlessly stood his ground and 
acted as a member of a rifle team that fired directly into the charging enemy battalion.... 
His personal bravery, aggressiveness, and devotion to duty are in. keeping with the 


highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his 


unit, the 25th Infantry Division and the United States Army." (US ARMY PHOTO} 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 


HEADQUARTERS 


U.S. ARMY TRAINING CENTER AND FORT LEONARD WoOoD 
FORT LEONARD WOOD, MISSOURI 65473 





8 July 1968 


Mr and Mrs Elmer Gronewold 
Rural Route 1 
Donahue, Iowa 52746 


Dear Mr and Mrs Gronewold: 
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the awards of the Silver 


Star, Bronze Star and Purple Heart Medals, awarded to your late son, have 
been received by this headquarters. 


A parade honoring personnel who have earned military decorations and those 

due to retire, will be held at Fort Leonard Wood on Thursday, 25 July 1968, 
at nine-thirty o'clock a.m. This would be an appropriate ceremony at which 
to present these awards to you. 


The awards may also be presented privately in the Commanding General's Office, 
Fort Leonard Wood, if you prefer. Presentation may be made on the same day 
or on some other mutually agreeable date. Should you elect to receive the 
awards in a private ceremony, you may also attend the parade if you wish to 
do so. Announcement that the award was presented will be made during parade 
ceremonies. 


If, for any reason, you cannot come to Fort Leonard Wood, a representative of 
the Conmanding General will deliver the awards to your home. 


Inclosed is a self-addressed envelope for your convenience. Please advise 
us as soon as possible as to the manner in which you would prefer to receive 
the awards. If you desire to attend the ceremony on Thursday, the 25th of 
July, please include the number of persons who will be in your party and your 
estimated time of arrival at Fort Leonard Wood. If you have any questions 
regarding this matter, please call us collect. Our telephone number is 368- 
3318, area code 314, 

_ CO 

Sincerely yours, 





CHRISTIE A, BRY. 
TILT, WAC 
Actg Asst AG 
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CITATION 


BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT 
THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL 


IS PRESENTED POSTHUMOUSLY TO 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS LARRY M. GRONEWOLD 


FOR DISTINGUISHING HIMSELF BY OUTSTANDING MERITORIOUS 
SERVICE IN CONNECTION WITH GROUND OPERATIONS AGAINST 
A HOSTILE FORCE IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM DURING THE 
PERIOD 8 JANUARY 1968 TO 25 MARCH 1968. 


THROUGH HIS UNTIRING EFFORTS AND PROFESSIONAL ABILITY, 
HE CONSISTENTLY OBTAINED OUTSTANDING RESULTS. HE WAS 
QUICK TO GRASP THE IMPLICATIONS OF NEW PROBLEMS WITH 
WHICH HE WAS FACED AS A RESULT OF THE EVER CHANGING 
SITUATIONS INHERENT IN A COUNTERINSURGENCY OPERATION 
AND TO FIND WAYS AND MEANS TO SOLVE THOSE PROBLEMS. 
THE ENERGETIC APPLICATION OF HIS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE 
HAS MATERIALLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE EFFORTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES MISSION TO THE REPUBLIC OF VIEINAM TO ASSIST 
THAT COUNTRY IN RIDDING ITSELF OF THE COMMUNIST THREAT 
TO ITS FREEDOM. : 


HIS INITIATIVE, ZEAL, SOUND JUDGMENT AND DEVOTION TO 
DUTY HAVE BEEN IN THE HIGHEST TRADITION OF THE UNITED 
STATES ARMY AND REFLECT GREAT CREDIT ON HIM AND ON THE 
MILITARY SERVICE. 





, 3 @ JUN 1966 
AGPB-AC Gronewold, Larry M. @ JUN 1968 


US 54 927 577 (25 Mar 68) 


Mr. and Mrs, Elmer Gronewold 
Rural Route i 
Donahue, Iowa 52746 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Gronewold: 


I have the honor to inform you that your son has been awarded pesthunously 
the Silver Star for gailantry in action, Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, 
and the Good Conduct Medal. 


Prior to death, Larry had been awarded the National Defense Service Medal, 
Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Ribbon, Combat Infantryman Badge, 
and the Sharpshooter Badge with rifle bar. 


Arrangements are being made to have these awards presented to you in the 
-mear future by a representative of the Commanding General, Fifth United 
States Arny. ; 


The representative selected wili communicate with you in the wext few 
weeks to arrange for presentation. Any inquiry or correspondence concera- 
ing presentation should be addressed to the Commanding General, Fifth 
United States Army, Fort Sheridan, Illinois 60637. 

My continued sympathy is with you. 


Sincerely, 


Wickoatl 


Kenneth G 


KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
Major Generali, USA 
The Adjutant General 





DEPARTMENT OF TREE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
“ _ AFO San Francisco 96225 


GENERAL ORDERS 13 Mey 1968 
NOMBER / 3593 Oe 


—_ BTARD OF ,THE ‘SILVER STAR 
1. TC 320. The following AWARD is announced .posthumously. 


GRONEWOLD, LARRY M.,_ US5l,927577 (SSAN: 485-5)-+8116) Private First Class 53 
Headquarters Company, th Battalion; 23d Infantry, 25th Infantry Division 
fwarded: Silver Star . 
Date action: 25 March 1968 
Troaters: Republic of Vietnam “. 
Reason: For gallsntry in actions Private First Cless Gronewald distin- 

* guished himseit by heroic aetions on 25 March 1968, while serving 
as amachine gunner’with the scout platoon of Headquarters Com= 
pany, kth Battalion, 23d Invénvity during a2 road clearing operetion 

south of the village of Traug Bang in the Republic of Vietnam. 
When a large enemy force launched a full scale attack in an at- 
tempt to overrun the scovit position manned by nineteen friendiv 
soldiers, Private Gronewald left his disabled vehicle and, with 
complete disregard for nis own safety, fearlessly stood his ground 
und acted as a member of 2 90:21 rocoilless rifle team trat fired 
Six cannister rounds directly into tne charging evemy battalion. 
The initial volley cf rourds killed an estimated ferty eneny 
troops. The bravery of this team was a major factor in cver- 
coming the initial enemy advanteze and allowing the remainder 
of the scout section to establish a defensive position. Pri- 
vate Gronewald left his position only after all available 90m 
rounds had been fired. Under intense fire from the huge eneny 
force, he then helped cover the wthdrawal of the scout section 
into a ditch running parallel to Highway One, before he was mor- 
tally wounded. Had it not been for his unwavering professional-‘ 
ism, the scout section would have sustained many more casualties, 
and evacuation of the wounded would have been impossible. Private 
Gronewald's personal bravery, aggressiveness, and devotion to duty 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service 
and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, the 25th Infantry 

. Division, and the United States Arny. Sats oe eer eee 
Authority: By diréction of the Président under the provisions of the Act 
of Congress, zpproved 9 July 1918, and USARV message 16695, 
dated 1 July 1966. 


FOR THE COMMANDER : 


OFFICIAL: Ee B. F. HOOD 
pate Colonel, GS © 
Le po: tf f ie Chief of Staff 
“CLARENCE A, RISER 


Cc, AGC 
jutant General 





Fort Leonard Wood, MO 
July 25" 1968 
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Maj. Gen. George H. Walker, left, commanding general 
of Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., presents Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Gronewold, Denahue, with medals awarded posthumously 
to their son, Pfc, Larry M. Gronewold who was killed March 
25 in Vietnam. : . 


3 Whe Gave Lives 


In Vietnam Honored 


,- Three area servicemen slain 
| in Vietnam have been honored 
| posthumously with the parents 
2 of one receiving their son’s 
Y42 Silver Star, the nation’s sec- 
J ond highest decoration. 
J The Silver Star, Bronze 
Star, and the Purple Heart 
‘ were presented to the parents 
of. Pic. Larry M. Gronewold, 
J 22, of Donahue, who;died 
March 25 in Vietnam. : 
Mr. and Mrs, Elmer Grone- 
i wold, Donahue, received the 
medals July 25 at: ort Leon- 
| ard Wood, Mo. 
‘The citation read in part: 
“While serving as a ma- 
chine gunner during. a road 
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7 GPL. 1 PFC. 

; SWANSON GRONEWOLD 
military service and reflect 
great credit upon himself, 
his wit, the 25th Infantry 
‘Division ‘and ‘the - United 


clearing. ‘operation, Pfc. 
Gronewold’s. vehicle was 
disabled: when. a Jarge ene- 
my. force launched @ full- 
* scale attack, © as 
_ > “With. complete disregard 
for his own’safety,” the cita- 
‘tion continued, “he:fearless- 
“ly. stood his ground-and act- 
‘ed as. a member of a’ rifle 
* team that fired directly. into 
‘the’ charg ing. enemy: ... 


~ David Holdorf, Waleo 


States Army.”2  - 

The Scott County soldier, a 
graduate. of North Scott: Com- 
munity: High School, ‘entered . 


ithe Army July..10, 1967, and 
. lef last’ Jan: 8 
: Vieltiam..* 


for duty. in | 


_ Besides ‘his parents, he is! 
Survived by brothers; Gene, 
Davenport, and Ralph; Dona- 


« hue,and ‘sisters, Mrs. Larry. 


Oetzman, Dixon; and Mrs. 
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Vietnam Vete ans Memorial 


IN HONOR OF THE MEN AND WOMEN OF 
THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED 
STATES WHO SERVED IN THE VIETNAM 
WAR. THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO GAVE 
THEIR LIVES AND OF THOSE WHO REMAIN 
MISSING ARE INSCRIBED-IN-THE ORDER~ - —- — 
‘THEY WERE TAKEN FROM US, 


OUR NATION HONORS THE COURAGE 
SACRIFICE AND DEVOTION TO DUTY AND 75 
COUNTRY OF ITS VIETNAM VETERANS. 1 9 
THIS MEMORIAL WAS BUILT WITH 
PRIVATE CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 
* THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
NOVEMBER 11, 1982 





LP 
4 
f 
| 


ef 
a) 
hy 
5 = 
. 
> 
; 
¥ 
] 
, 
> 
> 
bd 


LEGION POST \A 64 


= in Seca eremonles held Thursday, July 24, the name of Dona- in picture above are Mrs. David (Linda) Holdorf, ‘Elmer Grone- 
hue American Legion Post was changed to Larry M, Gronewold © wold, Mrs. Elmer Gronewold and Mrs. Larry (Arlen): Octz- 
Post No, 532 in honor of the late Larry Gonewold who was 
Killed: last year in Vietnam. Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Gronewold, State Legion Commander. Robert White, Elton Gronewold 1 4 
Larry’s parents, received a citation — from Post No 532, Pres-~ Ralph Gronewold. Linda, Arleen, Gene and Ralph others 
entation ‘was made by Hubert Wuestenberg, Second District Com- . and sisters of TAN: Events was held. at he i 
and, ate scromewold, Second District Adhtant: Seated = Donabue, : 
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Changing of the Legion to the 
Larry M. Gronewold Post 532 
July 24 1969 
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The United States Auny Weapons Command 
proudly fnodaims the name of Sewiceman 


PFC LARRY GRONEWOLD, USA 


has been insoubed in the 


Browning Memorial Museum 
Kok Sand Arsenal 
in recognition of valorous conduc while sewing in the Nations 
Aumed Forces from the Sovereign States of Foua and Hinois 


bibot debe 


Dated: MAR 29 | Robert W. Schafer 
Rock Island, 1970 Colonel, GS 
Illinois Chief of Staff 





DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY WEAPONS COMMAND 
ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 61201 


AMSWE-1N 94 March 1970 


NOTE TO. THE RECIPIENT: 


Now we have developed for either the patriot or his family a suitable 
certificate for framing which attests to the fact that his name has been 
entered in the Book of Honor of the Court of Patriots. 


Sinee we do not have on file a current address and you were 40 thought- 
ful and kind as to nominate the individual, we are providing the certificate 
to you f0r forwarding to the individual patriot. 


We hope that this does not pose an imposition to you. Once again, we thank 
You. for your consideration. 


Sincerely, 


COE eS? aos 
PATRICK L. KLEIN 


Chieg 
Information Office 








in the Armed Forces of the Gnitet States of America 
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SCOTT COUNTY, IOWA 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
LTH BATTALION (MECH), 23D INFANTRY WUE. BG 

25th Infantry Division 

APO San Francisco 96225 


< 


5 APR 1968 


Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Gronewold 
RR#1 
Donahue, Lowa 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Gronewold: 


I extend my most profound sympathy on the recent loss of your son, Private 
First Glass Larry M.Gronewold, US54927577, who died in the service of his 
country on March 25, 1968 at 8:30 A.M. Larry was participating in a recon- 
naissance in force mission in the Trang Bang area northwest of Cu Cui, RVN 
when he was mortally wounded by eneuy small arms fire and anti-tank rockets. 


Your son's death came as a shock to all who knew him and his loss will be 
keenly felt in this battalion. Larry had proven himself to be an exemplary 
soldier, both well liked and highly respected by his fellow men. His dedi- 
cation to duty and to his country was one of the highest form that can be 
expected of an American. 


Memorial services will be conducted for Larry by his unit at their Tomahawk 
Memorial Chapel. 


for myself and for the officers and men of this unit, please accept this 
‘letter as a symbol of our sympathy and personal condolences, 


Sincerely yours, 


fh Ville-[2—_ 


“A. S. FULLERTON 
LIC, Infantry 





DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
US ARMY PERSONAL PROPERTY D&rut 
US ARMY SUPPORT CUMMAND, SAIGON 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 


AVCA SGN MY 18 October 1968 


Mr.’ Elmer Gronewold 
RR #1 
Donahue, Lowa 





Dear Mr. Gronewold, 


Regulations require that in the event of death of a military member, a 
Summary Court be appointed to secure and insure delivery of the personal 
property of the deceased, to those entitled to take custody. I have been 
selected for this assignment with regard to your son, PFC Larry M. 
Gronewoid,-US 54927577. 


When this Depot received no personal property belonging to your sm from 
his former unit or from the Mortuary, we initiated an investigation to 
determine the whereabouts of ali mown belongings of your son. 


I have been informed that the only articles located were of government 
issue, therefore they were returned to supply channels for reissue. I 
fully believe that Larry mst have had some more personal articles with 
him in Vietnan. 


Unfortunately all the personal articles Larry had with him at the time 
of his death were either lost or destroyed as nothing was récovered by 
the Mortuary personnel. ; eee a 


Mr. Gronewold, if you give me a list of the articles you know Larry brought 
with him, I wilt write his former unit requesting that they conduct a more 
thorough investigation for Larry's property. 


Awaiting your reply, I remain, 
Sincerely yours, 


Exscha¥O bac 


LT, QMc 
Summary Court 








May aa- 1985 


REMEMBERING: 


By Jody Garlock 

Elmer and Dorothy Gronewold remember 
the day their son went off to war. He was 22 
years old and he loved to farm. 

They also remember the day he returned. 
Like more than 50,000 other people, he came 
back in a casket draped with an American 

_ flag. 

On Monday, people across the country will 
flock to cemeteries and memorial sites to pay 
tribute to the veterans who served in war. 

- Wreaths will be placed on graves, howitzers 
will sound, and flags — each representing a 
_ deceased veteran — will unfurl. 
In Donahue, Iowa it will be no different. 
Flowers will be placed on the graves at 
Allen’s. Grove Cemetery. The American 


- Legion Honor Guard will be on hand to give a 


~ three-volley gun salute. And-‘among the flags 


that will line the ‘cemetery will be the one — 


placed on ‘Larry Gronewold’s. casket 17 years 
“ago. 

For -Elmer and Dorothy -Gronewold, 
Memorial Day has held special meaning since 
their youngest son was killed in the Vietnam 


farm north of Donabue. He arose at the crack 
of dawn to do chores, and returned home even 
before bis father awoke. 

As the United States became more involved 
in the Vietnam War, the plans Larry and 
Ralpb bad for their farm were altered. Ralpb 
was drafted — leaving Larry to take full 
responsibilty of the farm, which be took over 
capably, All along, though, Larry sensed that 
be, too, would be drafted and hoped bis 
brother would return.to the farm before then. 
Ralph did return, after serving 21/2 months in 
the Army, stationed in El Paso, Tx. 

On July 10, 1967 — one day after the 
Gronewold -family got together to celebrate 
Elmer's birthday — Larry_left for the service. 
The 21-year-old farmer began basic training at 


Fort Campbell, Ky., and then received. three 


weeks of training on.a personnel carrier at 
Fort Knox, Ky. He made it. home. for 
Thanksgiving, and be made *it home for. 


oh-25 1968 “Phe-day-isn't- -just-a — “Christmas, . Hts-- Christmas. visit,” : “however, = 


h ae from work, but rather a time of . 
remembering their son and others who died 

* like him: — 
Even before Larry’s. death, the Gronewolds 
had always set aside Memorial Day to visit 
area cemeteries and pay tribute to deceased 


friends and relatives: “This wee will be no dif- - 


ferent. 
ee think we ought to all set aside that day to 
honor veterans and our elders,” Elmer said. 


- Andis Memorial wey, even more special for 


them now? ~ 
“It is after. you have a death i inthe family,” 
says Dorothy. 


ae 


ary Ce was 16 years old hes he 


purchased a farm with bis 19-year-old brother 


|i Ralph. Larry was’ an active FFA member at 


North Scott High School, and be was excited 
about his new acquisition near the: family 


turned out to be the last time be would see e his § 
family and bis farm. 


On Jan. 7, 1968-Larry telephoned bis family 
from Oakland, Calif. to tell them be would be 


leaving for Vietnam the next day. 
see 


Larry's message, Elmer and Dorothy say, . 


didn’t come as a complete surprise for the 
family. They say they always had a feeling 
that he would end up in Vietnam. Since he was 


allowed to come home for Christmas, it was - 


almost a sure sign that he would be leaving 


- soon, they said. 


““T guess we knew [that he would end up in 
Vietnar],” Dorothy said. 


Nevertheless: their son’s phone call i isn’ mt a. 


GRONEWOLDS 
“continued on page 9 


LOOKING BACK-- Eimer and Decay 
Gronewold look back on a North Scott 
yearbook dedicated to-their son and: two 


other young men killed in ‘the Vietnam: 
“War. Larry. Gronewold,. whose. high Phe 
school. graduation: pice appears inthe _ 


Memortal Day means 
@ many things to many people... 


s special ‘meaning for ‘the - ‘Gronewolds. - 
since their. ‘Son was killed in war. 


ae = 
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Accepting the flag 
their son's casket was difficult 


GRONEWOLDS 
continued from page 1! 
pleasant memory for the Gronewolds, and it’s 
something that Dorothy clearly remembers. 
“Tt was sad,” she said. ‘‘You didn’t hardly 
know what to say. You didn’t want to say ‘I 
hope they never send you there.’ ” 
Having their sons in the service was nothing 
i; new to the Gronewolds. Their oldest son, 
Eugene, served in the Air Force, stationed in 
Illinois, and Ralph served in the Army. Hav- 
ing a son go to Vietnam, however, was 
something new for the family. It’s also 
something they — as well as Larry — hoped 


%~ would never happen. 


“T guess there ain’t nobody who wants to go 
to war,” Elmer said. ‘‘There wasn’t really 
much choice. They drafted him.” 


eae 
Larry arrived in Vietnam amid heavy 
L fighting, and as a member of the 25th Regi- 
ment, 25th Infantry Division he led a convoy 
out of Saigon. He frequently wrote letters to 
his family, and his family sent him canned 
ql fruit. : 

On March 25,.1968 Larry and 17 other men 
‘were with a personnel carrier clearing a road 
when a machine gun came over the top of a 
bill, Seeing some people clad in friendly 


> uniforms, the men weren't alarmed. Suddenly, 
nearly 1,300 of the enemies lunged from near- 
by, — hitting the personnel carrier and 


blowing it to pieces. With the carrier blown 


us as it was for us to find out about it,”” Elmer g 


said. 


Nearly 10 days later, an airplane carrying’ 


Larry’s body landed at the Moline airport. An 
escort guarded the body at the funeral home, 
while Larry’s parents, brothers, two sisters, a 
school sweetheart of five years and a host of 
friends were left to mourn. : 
Before the casket was lowered into the 
ground at Memorial Park in Davenport, 
Dorothy was handed the flag from it. Accep- 


ting the flag, Dorothy says, was difficult. She, 


recalls thinking about her cousin who was 
handed an American flag after her son was 


killed in a car accident while he was home on 


leave. 

“T remember thinking ‘I hope I never have 
to have the flag’,”’ Dorothy said. eS 

“A person should be quite honored, but it’s 
quite hard,”’ she added. ‘ : 

It wasn’t until some time later that the 
family learned the details surrounding their 
son’s death. They eventually talked to a man 
from Wisconsin, who was a good friend of 
Larry’s during the war. The Gronewolds still 
remain close to the Wisconsin man, and as 
Dorothy says, ‘We're just like part of their 
family.” aa “ 

Although the Gronewolds. lost their son, 


they don’t harbor bitter thoughts about war. _ 

Defending your country, Elmer says, is vital. 
“1 suppose there always will be wars,’ he’ 

said. ‘‘I don’t know whether it’s necessary or” 


whether they’ll accomplish anything...but I 


think it’s everybody’s duty to defend the. 
~ United States.” Sea teen vac 


In return for defending his country, La 


 Gronewold has been honored in sever. 
~ Shortly after his death the Am 
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American Legion 


An application for issuance of a charter for the for- 
mation of a Post at Donahue, to be known as Donahue 
Post, Department of lowa, Post No. 532, was drawn up on 
the 22nd day of October, 1920. 


The following men were listed as charter members of 
thatPost: The first post in the county outside of 
Davenport. 


Henry Fahrenkrog, Donahue 
Harold O. Hesse, Donahue 
Gustav Zantow, Walcott 
Fred Zantow, Walcott 

Peter Ranson, Donahue 
Elmer Martin, Donahue 
Hugo Frederichs, Walcott 
Louis Wiese, Walcott 

Chris Rohwer, Donahue 

Leo Gillin, Donahue 

Chris Grill, Donahue 

Rene DeWinter, Long Grove 
Howard Zogg, Donahue 
Erwin Baustian, Donahue 
Harold C. Whisler, Donahue 


The meetings were first held at the old Donahue 
Saloon, until it burnt down in February, 1923, after which 
meetings were held in the hall above Denk’s Garage, 
(now H. and J Garage) and also above the old Keppy’s 
Store. 


In the early 1930’s when the William Goettsch Hall was 
built, the meeting place was then established there until 
March, 1968, when the Post rented the old Allen’s Grove 
No. 1 School which is still their present home. 


Henry D. Fahrenkrog was the first commander and 
Raymond Wuestenberg the first adjutant. 


Two of the four World War | Veterans that are still 
with the Post were given Life Memberships in March, 
1961, they being Albert Runge and Harold Hesse. Harry 
Cronkleton and Elmer Hoffmann received theirs in 1968. 
The Post has started to issue 25 year pins this past year. 


The first World War || Veteran to join the Post was 
Arnold Grill in 1943. The second was Arnold Engler in 
1945. 


In August, 1943, the Post, along with Donahue Sport- « 


smen’‘s and Businessmen, erected a Flag Pole and Honor 
Roll Board in respect to all area men serving their 
country. 


In 1957, a flag pole and flag was donated and erected in 
the Allen’s Grove Cemetery by Post 532. 


In 1965, on Memorial Day, an Avenue of Flags was 


Post Number 53 


started in the cemetery, those being flags of deceased 
veterans. That year there were 17 flags waving; this past 
year there were 36. 


In 1966, the Post held the 1st Memorial Services in the 
Allen’s Grove Cemetery, the first ever held there to 
anyone’s knowledge. 


The name of the Post was officially changed at 
National Headquarters on April 7, 1969, and is now known 
as Larry M. Gronewold Post No. 532. Larry being the 
first casualty from this immediate area of all the wars. 
PFC Larry M. Gronewold, age 22, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Elmer Gronewold died on March 25, 1968, in Vietnam of 
injuries received while on a combat operation. 


A citation was presented to the Elmer Gronewold 
family on July 24, 1969, for accepting the name change. 


The present commander is Grant Sherman. 


The Post celebrated thier 50th or Golden Anniversary 
this past October with a reception in the new auditorium 
at the John Glenn School. 


Legion Auxiliary 


On November 27, 1923, an auxiliary to the Donahue 
Legion Post received its charter. |!t was the first unit 
organized in Scott County outside the city of Davenport. 


The first meeting was held at the home of Mrs. Grace 
Wuestenberg with 10 charter members present. They 
were Emma Wuestenberg, Grace Wuestenberg, Ethel 
Fahrenkrog, Mary Denk, Anna Whisler, Ursula 
Cronkleton, Martha Frederichs, Verna Whisler, Malinda 
Runge, and Helen Dittmer. This group gradually became 
inactive and members that were left helped form units in 
Dixon and Eldridge. 


The auxiliary reorganized in 1947 and the charter 
members of this group were Dorothy Cochran, Ursual 
Cronkleton, Marie Erps, Verna Ewoldt, Evelyn Fed- 
derson, Lievena, Fore, Louise Hesse, Emma Hesse, 
Marcella O’Connor, Johanna Tuftee, Bernice Wulf, Hilda 
Hesse, and Helen Erps. 


They are dedicated primarily to the veteran and his 
family through welfare activities and rehabilitation. 
These projects are carried on by the Poppy Day sales 
and other fund raising events. They have a card party for 
the public once a year, have a bake sale at the annual 
combination sale, and also serve lunch at that event. 


The Auxiliary makes items for the V. A. Hospital's gift 
shop at lowa City and help out with their bingo games. 


A Christmas party is an annual affair for the children 
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Mr. and Mrs. Elmer G. Gronewold 
Re. R. #1 
Donahue, Iowa 52746 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Gronewolds 


Please accept from the writer his deep sympathy 
in your very recent loss and bereavement. 
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Because it is ever our aim to serve our people 
conscientiously and efficiently, we would 
appreciate an expression from you at your early 
convenience advising whether our services at 
that time met with your entire approval. 


A self-addressed envelope is enclosed to facil- 
itate your response. Assuring you that we will 
endeavor always to merit your confidence in and 
respect for the management of Davenport Memorial 


Park, and awaiting with much interest your reply, 
I remain 
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Yours very truly, 
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John E. Groves 
DAVENPORT MEMORIAL PARK 
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Custodian of your 
“most precious possession 
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Thursday, November 29, 1984 


‘The price of freedom is endless’ 


“DEDICATION — Paul Birschbach, his wife, his setae and a : faraily 


“dena were.in: Washington, D.C. for the dedication of the bronze statue 
representing all the men who fought in Vietnam. The statue was 
= eae Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 1868. 


* By. Sandra Cooley > 


e - were . part of a three-bus ‘caravan 
When Ou: ‘see it: there — when . 

















—Birschbach hoto- 
Me - changed in- Mt. . 


which went to. Washington for the . 
adedication ceremony. For. Paul, it was, 


like Paul, was the baby of his family 
and the two shipped out from San 
Francisco together in January 1968, 
after they each had spent Christmas 
at their respective homes. - 

“‘When they were disbursing us to 
the different units, the two of us got 
separated there. He went-.to a 
different place than I did — it was 
only about 20 miles apart. They 
needed three guys and I was the 
fourth guy. 


“‘T guess~I was lucky. Their group: 


got overrun and Larry was killed. It 
was on March 25, '68.”’ 

As for Paul; he was in the Iron 
Triangle of Vietnam when he -was 
wounded. 

“We got split up — it was May 6. 
We were in the city of Ku Chée and 
snipers were dug in — we ‘had 
battled with them the day before. A 
few guys in front of me and tanks got 
blown up and I was right behind 
them. The tanks left and°T was left 
behind. I was there wit caliber 
gun trying to set teed | was 


reloading and I got shot in the neck. 


“I “wasein the hospital fer. two- 
weeks in Ku Chee-and Japan, for a” 


week and then Fort Sam Houston 
the rest of it — about four ‘months 
after that. Iwas” =Sent home in 
October.” 


“ “There was a time at home, July. 


Fourth weekend, 1968... « 


It ‘was as though nothing had 
Calvary, He. was 


back; and yet, there. were changes. 
~ “Actually, the problem I have is 


= MeMONy, It. was like having’ ist 









_- that when I: igot hurt.I lost. most-of ee 
Sstroke a 


“I knew who the people were. | 
knew who they were — but to put a 
name, that was the thing. The faces I 
knew — but it’s kind of difficult to 
come back to living again, to come 
back to life. 

“But I didn’t have that much 
trouble blending in — I have a real 
strong family, and they made “it 
easy.’’ There were parents and nine 
brothers and sisters waiting to give 
support. 

To the people waiting at home, it 
was equally difficult. 

‘When he was wounded, it took 
about. two weeks after the initial 
telegram to get a letter,’’ his sister 
Rose remembers. *‘But then it was - 
written by a Red Cross worker and 
we didn’t know what to. expect. 
Someone else did the writing, and we ~ 
didn’t know how he was. 

*“When he came home that Fourth. 
of July we were just so glad to have 
him ‘home — to see him for sure.<It 
wasn’t until several years later that 
Mother and I-sat down to talk about 
it that: we began to realize’ just how 


* sick he was and how far. he has come 


(Continued on Page 7). 
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Mt. Calvary native recalls Vietnam 


(Continued from Page 6) 


back to us.”’ 

After all that, why would they want 
to go back in time and in memory to 
visit the monument to all those who 
did not come back? 

“It's like a family member goes to 
visit the cemetery,”’ said Paul. ‘‘I 
didn’t get a chance to go to Larry’s 
funeral. A buddy, Bill Kestell of New 
Holstein, was with Larry — in the 
same squad I think — but | didn’t 
have a chance. Going to the wall with 
all those names, I don’t know. It was 
almost as if I was directed to Larry’s 
name, like I could say ‘hello, here I 
am’ and then ‘goodby.’ ”” 


They knew where Larry’s name 
was. Latry’s parents, who have 
become extended family, had a 


“directory which gives a panel number 


and line number for each listing. 


Rose said, “‘I’?d never met Larry. 
But the first inclination when I- saw 
his name there on the wall was to 
run my fingers over the name. You 
read’so much about how cold the wall 
is supposed to be, but it isn’t.“ When 
I saw. it I felt SO different. 


‘Seeing his name made me want 
to sit down and talk about. it. The 


whole ~ _atmosphere, there were™ all. 


those men, but it was like a solemn 


- meeting — almost like a funeral 
parlor. You found. yourself _always: 
wanting to. -go back: to the wall, to 


look again. Maybe there was more 


‘feeling because of. all the. Vietnam: 
‘vets who were. there.”’ . 


\ 


candle flames, the light distorted just 
slightly by the names of the war dead 
engraved on the granite. 

“The rows of names, just going on 
forever — it was as_ though 
everybody was all family, missing 
those that had gone,’’ said Rose. 
And Nancy recalled how she had run 
her fingers gently over the names on 
the wall and told her husband, “I’m 
glad your name’s not there.”’ 


The trip to.the Vietnam Memorial 
seemed to open the floodgates of 
memories and start the healing and 
reconciliation processes. ‘‘On the trip 
down to Washington -in- the bus, 
everybody was talking about the 
great parties we were going to have, 
and the fun we would have, but no 
one talked about Vietnam. It was as 
though they didn’t want to remem- 
ber,’” said Rose. 


“On the way back in the bus, 
that’s ‘all that we talked about. I 
think I stood all the way through 
Pennsylvania. There were about five 
of us who just kept on talking. It was 
as though all these years everyone 
wanted’ to forget; but now _ they 
wanted: ‘to remember. 


“This wall opened up a line of 


‘communication.”’ . There is now talk — 


that this will be an annual Pilgrimage 
for Vietnam vets. | 


For Paul, who is one cE six 
brothers, and one of five brothers 
who have. all served in: the military, 


there-i ‘is no: question that<his service “4 
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DONAHUE 


By Mark Ridolfi 
NSP Assistant Editor 

Larry Gronewald said goodbye sur- 
rounded by friends, family and a stack 
of empty Schlitz beer cans at-a party 
sending the 21-year-old off to war. 


Old snapshots show guests sitting on. ; 


folding chairs amidst card tables load- 


‘ed with chips and: dip! No‘jeans and T- 
_ shirts in this group. Even young people 
"in the mid/1960s wore collared shirts and 

pressed pants for casual gatherings. 


His sister, Linda Holdorf, remembers 


. a fun party. Family members were sad 
he was leaving. But most young. men 
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Join the 
Gronewald family 
3 p.m., Sunday 
at Donahue's. , 
Sportsmen's © 
Park forthe — 
dedicationofa -. 
new memorial to. . 
Larry Gronewold. . 


headed to war in 1967. And her brother, 
Larry, was willing to serve. 
The war claimed Gronewald j 


months later. 
Fifty years later, his service is revered 


Vietnam hero earns his forever monument 


among Donahue residents who remem-. 


ber. On Sunday, a stone monument will 
be unveiled in Donahue to inspire those 
yet to hear his story. 

Gronewold is one of 853 Iowa soldiers 
killed: in Vietnam. His death in 1968 is 
among 16,592 American war-related 


casualties, the deadliest year of active : 


combat between 1956 and 1972. 
His Silver Star proclamation recounts 
his death in a firefight in Trang Bang, 
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Larry Gronewald > laughs with family and 
friends at his 1967 send-off party. =. 
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HERO: Gronewold held ground, ‘under intense fire’ 


continued from page 1A 


just a month after North Vietnam’s Tet 
Offensive unleashed 80,000 Chinese- 
trained troops on unsuspecting South 
Vietnamese and American soldiers. 

“When a large enemy force launched 
a full scale attack in an attempt to over- 
run the scout position manned by 19 
friendly soldiers, Private Gronewald left 
his-disabled vehicle and, with complete 
disregard for his own safety, fearlessly 
stood his ground and acted as a mem- 
ber of a 90mm recoilless rifle team that 
fired six canister rounds directly into 
the charging enemy battalion.” 

The 90mm rifles still used today de- 
liver a foot-long missile, and this one did 
its job. ‘ 

“The initial volley of rounds killed an 
estimated 40 enemy troops. The brav- 
ery of this team was a major factor in 
overcoming the initial enemy advantage 
and allowing the remainder of the scout 
section to establish a defensive position. 
Private Gronewald left his position only 
after all available 90mm rounds had 
been fired.” 

But his work, wasn’t done. 

“Under intense fire from the huge 
enemy force, he then helped cover the 
_ withdrawal of the scout section into a 
- ditch running parallel to Highway One, 


before he was mortally wounded. Had 


it not been for his unwavering profes- 
sionalism, the scout section would have 
sustained many more: casualties, and 
~ evacuation of the wounded would have 
-. been impossible.” 


Highway One in Trang Bang is the 
same place where many Americans saw 
the photo taken four years later of a na- 
ked South Vietnamese child fleeing a na- 
palm attack. 

Gronewald was among Americans 
who responded to protect her and others 
in that first Tet Offensive wave. 

Many of the family members reunit- 
ing for Sunday’s observance never knew 
Larry. 

“Larry had nine nieces, no nephews,” 
Linda Holdorf said. “All but one who 
lives in Atlanta will be involved one way 
or another.” 

Just three of those nieces had been 
born before- Larry died. Holdorf said 
that one, Darcy, has memories of Larry 
on leave, in uniform at their grandmoth- 


er’s Donahue home. She also remembers - 


packing care boxes with Larry’s mom to 
send to Vietnam. 

On Sunday, Darcy Oetzmann Miller 
will deliver the welcome and introduc- 


tions. 


Niece Michelle Holdorf Laughlin will 
emcee. Her sister, niece Melanie Holdorf 
Eaton, will sing the national anthem. 

Niece Carla Gronewald Wall will give 
a closing prayer. 

Others will raise and lower the flag. 

Retired Army Lt. Col. Steve Gar- 


_rington will speak. He’s an Honor Flight 


organizer and retired Glenn Elementary 

teacher well known in the community. 
The 3 p.m. Sunday ceremony will be at 

Donahue’s Sportsmen’s Park. The Dona- 


hue Sportsmen’s Club held a-Labor Day 


2017 gun raffle that raised nearly $4,000 


for a monument. 

“Ken Schoenthaler graciously found a 
spot in Donahue, just north of the ball 
park by the new playground and gazebo. 
There’s a rock wall. We’ve cleaned that 
all up. The town put in new flag pole,” 
Linda Holdorf said. 

The monument is a rock finished by 
Hansen Monument, DeWitt, featuring 
an etching of Larry’s image, alongside 
reproductions of his Silver Star, Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart. 

According to his Silver-Star procla- 
mation: “Private Gronewald’s personal 
bravery, aggressiveness, and devotion - 
to duty are in keeping with the-highest 
traditions of the military service and 
reflect great credit upon himself, his 
unit, the 25th Infantry Division and the 
United States Army.” 

Another guest will be Larry's Army 
buddy, Paul Birschbach. 

“They were two farm boys, one from 
Towa, one from Wisconsin. That’s how 
they met,” Linda Holdorf said. 

The young men met in basic train- 
ing and flew to Davenport together, and 
Larry’s family drove Birschbach to his 
Wisconsin home. : 

The soldiers deployed separately 
to Vietnam, but Birschbach stayed in~ 
touch, even after the funeral. : 

“Tn those 50-some years, we have been 
close friends -with the Birschbachs. 
We're there for their weddings, anni- 
versaries and funerals, and same with 
them. They come down here. i 

“We watched all six of his kids grow 
up. His youngest son is named Larry.” 
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PFC Larry M Gronewold 
Memorial Rock Dedication 


November 4" 2018 at 3 pm 


Welcome by Darci Miller, niece of Larry 
Singing of National Anthem by Melanie Eaton, niece 


Raising of flag, Chris Arp, Carrie Coon, Tracy Smith, Denise Mueller, 
nieces 


Pledge of Allegiance led by great nieces and nephew 
Recognition of guest by Darci 
Memories of Larry by Michelle Laughlin, niece 


Guest speaker Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Garrington 
US Army (Ret) 


Unveiling of the Rock, Arlene, Ralph and Linda 
Closing Carla Wall, niece 


Flag raising 


: es _ Firing Squad-members of Post 532 Legion 


Taps 


us for cake and coffee at the Donahue Fire Station 
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Good Afternoon 


For those of you who don’t know me, I am Michelle Laughlin, the 
middle (and I’m sure the favorite) daughter of Linda. Mom asked me 
to share some memories from the family so you would know Larry 
through their eyes. 


I never had the privilege of knowing Larry but I’ve heard stories 
throughout my life, I’m sure I would have loved him. But it was when I 
realized he was 22 when he was killed, the same age as my son, that I 
could relate to him and feel what it was like when he left. 


In his 22 years he lived a life like no other. Larry lettered in both 
football and baseball, playing ball right here at the Sportsmans 
Ballpark. He was an awesome left handed pitcher. 


He was also a proud member of FFA, and it was through FFA that he 
was awarded the Iowa Star Farmer degree and later toured eight 
European countries on a People to People Good Will tour. We found 
some of the slides from this trip and last Thanksgiving we spent looking 
at these pictures. It would have been nice to have Larry there to tell us 
what they were. 


At the age of 16, Larry and his brother Ralph purchased a farm north 
of Donahue. He arose at the crack of dawn to do chores and returned 
home even before Grandpa woke up. 


When he was older, it wasn’t unusual to see him driving around the 
block to see what was going on in town. This was after his trip to 
Davenport to buy a bag of chocolate peanut clusters at Kresge’s, 
however seeing his girlfriend Karen who worked there was probably 
the real reason he went there! 


r y ere numerous wrestling matches between Larry and Ralph. He 
a strong son of a gun! One time even ripping my moms tennis 
in half when she didn’t come down for lunch! 


Larry made.a wonderful impression on anyone he met. He was a 
handsome blonde hair blue eye boy growing up. He set a great example 





for us all throughout his short life and proved his dedication to our 
country in his fight and ultimate sacrifice. 


I’m guessing he would not have known what to do with 9 nieces! I’d 
like to think he would have been proud of all of us. I know we are all 
incredibly proud of him. 


Now it is my distinct pleasure to introduce Lt. Col. Steophen 
Garrington US Army Retired or as we affectionately called him, 
“Mr. G” 





OO OOMGOCOEE OE OOCO OE GOD EL 


NOOO GOOOGOOEGOOCOCOOGOOOOG 


OC OOCOOKOEKE 


€COOCOOEOOCOOGE 


LARRY GRONEWOLD 
MEMORIAL STONE DEDICATION CEREMONY 
By LTC Stephen Garrington USA(R) 


A survey once asked people this question: “If you saw a child drowning, 
would you try to save them even if you knew you would lose your own 
life?” The overwhelming answer was “yes, of course!” Follow up 
questions tried to determine why they received this kind of response. Well, 
it seems that most of us live lives that are pretty much the same day after 
day. And many people would love just one chance, - would be willing to die 
for that one chance to save a life and be a hero. We don’t go looking for the 
chance to be a hero. We don’t walk the banks of the Wapsi looking for 
someone drowning. But we believe if the moment comes, we will take it. 
We would do the heroic thing, even if it means loosing our lives. 


But what is a hero? Not a quarterback, not a singer, and not a movie star. 
These are admired and almost worshiped, but they are not heroes. Perhaps 
Jesus defined a hero best when He said, “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friends.” The book of John, chapter 15, 
verse 13. 


Larry did not go to Vietnam to become a hero. He went to do the job the 
Army had trained him to do. Of course we cannot know what was in his 
mind while in Vietnam, but we can guess that he missed home. He missed 
the changing seasons of Iowa. He missed the quiet joys of the land we see 
all around us. Like most men there he probably counted down the days until 
he would return to his Iowa home and his family. 


And like every man in his scout platoon, Larry probably felt that March 25", 
1968 would be just one more day closer to going home. But on that day 
those 20 men had a job to do. They were to check out (clear, in Army terms) 
part of Highway 1 so that a convoy of basically unarmed supply trucks could 
get through. 


The attack of perhaps two hundred of the enemy was sudden, violent and 
unexpected. The scout platoon’s vehicles were damaged and set on fire. The 
only way out was to get to a ditch, form.a defensive position and carefully 
withdraw. But several of the platoon were wounded, some still in the 
disabled vehicles. Larry, without thinking of his own safety, provided what 


is known as covering fire, while others pulled the wounded to safety. It was 


REG ET Se 


5, when the team was covered, when the lives of the wounded had been 
ught to safety, that Larry laid down his life for his friends. 


a multitude of ribbons, medals, and badges that are given out, 
that are very special. Three of them say to the world, this 


A couple of times each year I have the:honor to.head up a team that escorts 

Vietnam Veterans on an Honor Flight to see the memorial to those 58,000 

who did not come back. We see names from New Liberty, Eldridge, Durant, 
from Donahue. - 


e 20" time the special moments 
owly reached out and touched 

me snapped to attention and ' 

me wept. All of them Sieh ee De Oe Oeeaghins a 
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remembered the fallen with honor, gratitude, grief, and a feeling that cannot 
_be expressed; a feeling that goes beyond, words like friendship or even love. 


And there, on the 46" panel right of the center, on line 16 from the top, is the 
name Larry M. Gronewold. Though Larry never saw the wall, I had the 
privilege to place his photo and flag by his name. There he was honored. 
There he will forever be remembered. 


Larry and his buddies were, and are, heroes to us. They are examples to the 
young men and women who have followed. Some of his friends and fellow 
service men and women stand among us. They are grandparents now who 
‘remember a war long ago. They returned from their military duty to work, 
to farm and for some, to retire. 


But today, we here, have the privilege to take a step further. We honor Larry 
by this monument. It sits on Iowa soil. It sits on the land Larry loved. It 
sits on his homeland. It sits on the land he died for. And in honoring him, 
we honor all those who served and especially all those who fell. We honor 
courage and dedication, and heroes — real heroes like Larry and his buddies. 
And we should. As President Lincoln said, “It is altogether fitting and 
proper that we should do this.” 


So now let us unveil the stone, let us again commit our fallen heroes into the 
hands of our merciful God, and let us again hear the sound of Taps. And 
then we will go our separate ways. We will tur our cars and trucks onto the 
roads Larry knew so well. We will drive through this beautiful part of our 
native state, and as we pass this stone we will remember, and honor, Larry, 
and his comrades living and dead, who did their duty, so that we could 
answer the question in our national anthem. “Does that banner still wave?” 
Oh yes, my friends, because of heroes, it does still wave, “ore the land of 
the free and the home of the brave.” 


May God Bless you, and may God Bless the United States. 
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PLACING OF 
THE MEMORIAL ROCK 
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RAISING AND LOWERING 
THE FLAG 
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‘Navy icon dare Cronkelton takes a closer look 
- killed while rescuing Army soldiers in Vietnam. 
ial ceremony Sunday in’ nahue NRE PHOTOS, S RAGE 2A 
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MEDAL WINNERS 


Larry Gronewald's family members pose with the slain Vietnam War soldier's medals, 

presented by Rep. Dave Loebsack in a moving ceremony Sunday at Don's Pub in Donahue. From 
left: Sisters Arlene Kaczinski and Linda Holdorf, brother Ralph Gronewald, Loebsack, nieces 
Carrie Coon and Chris Arp. 


ne ee 


Carrie Coon dabs a teardrop while accepting a copy of her uncle Larry Gronewald's Purple Heart. Rep. Dave Loebsack, left, 
the medals and brought an extra Purple Heart in her uncle's name for Coon. The medals include a Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Silver 


Star, Good Conduct Medal, Combat Infantryman's Badge, Vietnam Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam campaign ribbon, National =f. 
Defense Service Medal, Marksman Badge with Machine Gun and Sharpshooter Badge with Rifle. See + NSP photos by Mark Ridolfi. jy 





— Donahue 
‘Frontier Days parad 
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| Linda Holdorf and Arlene Kazinski honor their brother, Larry Gronewold, on the 50th anniversary since his death in 


| Vietnam. He was 22 when killed by enemy fire March 25, 1968. The Donahue Legion Post was renamed in his honor 
| in 1969. 
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"DONAHUE 
J] The family of Larry M. Gronewold would like to 


| A new monument and 1] thank the following for their help in making the 


|] dedication of his memorial rock possible: 


quilt oift celebrate Servl1ce |] The Donahue Sportsmen, the Town of Donahue, 
|| Legion Post 532, Quint City Stone, Jeff's Tents 

Hansen Monument, and Mark Ridolfi with The 

North Scott Press for his nice article about Larry. 





|| A special thanks to Larry's nine nieces who did 
a wonderful job at the memorial and also Steve 
Garrington for his touching speech. 


, jo. ges | Fees _. Congressman Loebsack's office for 
Large tein aN SSL. helping us withthe rtura of 
y Arry Af. Gronewold | Bh NY Means helping us with the return o 
«| ROCHE tenahar a4 aN 4 ia, Larry's medals. 


Arlene, Ralph 


Ar new stone marks a memorial to Larry Gronewold, killed in the “Se & Linda 
| Vietnam War. Family and friends dedicated it at a Nov. 4 ceremony. 
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Beat fares 








| Air Force veteran Jay Jackson admires aq quilt delivered to his home Sunday by viaightior C3 Carol’ Wall. 
Carol has made six veterans quilts, including those given this year to Jackson and fellow Donalue: 
veteran Mike Rose. “It's something | can do to show respect and support,” Wall said. 
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The f of slain epidien Larry croneviald receiv 

the silver star, bonze star and other ‘medals awarded ~ 
‘for his combat service in Vietnam. Rep. sbeczata _ 
‘presented the medals to family members Dec. 2ata 
Donahue American Legion‘ event. cues: 
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PFC Larry M Gronewold 
Memorial Rock Dedication 


November 4" 2018 at 3 pm 


Welcome by Darci Miller, niece of Larry 
Singing of National Anthem by Melanie Eaton, niece 


Raising of flag, Chris Arp, Carrie Coon, Tracy Smith, Denise Mueller, 
nieces 


Pledge of Allegiance led by great nieces and nephew 
Recognition of guest by Darci 
Memories of Larry by Michelle Laughlin, niece 


Guest speaker Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Garrington 
US Army (Ret) 


Unveiling of the Rock, Arlene, Ralph and Linda 
Closing Carla Wall, niece 


Flag raising 


: es _ Firing Squad-members of Post 532 Legion 


Taps 


us for cake and coffee at the Donahue Fire Station 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 


OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315 





AGPB-AC Gronewold, Larry M. 11 MAR 1969 
US 54 927 577 (25 Mar 68) 


Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Gronewold 
Rural Route 1 =n 
Donahue, Iowa 52746 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. Gronewold: 


I have the honor to inform you that the Government of the Republic of 
Vietnam has awarded posthumously to your son the Military Merit Medal 
and the Gallantry Cross with Palm. 


Arrangements are being made to have these awards delivered to you in 
the near future by a representative of the Commanding General, Fifth 
United States Army. 


The representative selected will communicate with you in the next few 
weeks to arrange for delivery. Any inquiry or correspondence concern- 
ing delivery should be addressed to the Commanding General, Fifth United 
States Army, Fort Sheridan, Illinois 60037. 


My continued sympathy is with you. 


Sincerely, 


KG Hilun. 


KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
Major General, USA 
The Adjutant General 
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_ Gallantry Cross (South Vietnam) ~ 


The Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross also known a 



























s the Vietnamese Gallantry 





Cross or Vietnam Cross of Gallantry (Vietnamese: Anh-Diing BGi-Tinh) is a military HOPUEls Nea 
decoration of the former Government of South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam). The medal was gcse 
| created on August 15, 1950 and was awarded to military personnel, civilians, and Armed Forces 
! units and organizations in recognition of deeds of valor or heroic conduct while in combat with 


the enemy. 


Individuals who received the medal, ribbon, and a citation were personally cited at the Armed 
Forces, Corps, Division, Brigade or Regiment level. The Republic of Vietnam authorized 
members of units and organizations that were cited, to wear the Gallantry Cross Unit Citation 
Emblem with Palm and Frame (no medal is authorized).@] 
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Vietnam South Vietnam Military Merit 


Shop with confidence 
Medal Vietnamese made example 


( Wavarerevenenapes anal onen: 
HONNesNBObCONOONGOREHOLDGOGeBGunHBLONNLRoOOCoHOOO 


eBay Money Back Guarantee 
dition: Used ihe item yo red 
Condition Ss a 
Time left: 3d OOh Monday, 3:16PM Learn more 


Current US $46.00 [4 bids] : Seller information 


bid: | gwhistorian (25574) ; 
See | 100% Positive feedback 

Place bid j Save this Seller 
2 } ; 
Enter US $47.00 or more | Contact seller | 

5 | Visit store 

Add to Watchlist { 


| See other items 
Longtime Returns 
member accepted 


6 watchers 
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Sood Conduct Medal - The criteria for a Good 
Conduct Medal are defined by Executive Orders 8809, 
9323, and 10444. The Good Conduct Medal, each one 
specific to one of the five branches of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, is currently awarded to any active duty enlisted 
member of the United States military who completes 
three consecutive years of "honorable and faithful 
service". Such service implies that a standard 
enlistment was completed without any non-judicial 
punishment, disciplinary infractions, or court 

martial offenses. If a service member commits an 
offense, the three-year mark "resets" and a service 
member must perform an additional three years of 
service without having to be disciplined, before the 


Good Conduct may be authorized. 1"! 





During times of war, the Good Conduct Medal may be awarded for one year of 
faithful service. The Good Conduct Medal may also be awarded posthumously, to 
any service member killed in the line of duty. 


Combat Infantryman’s Badge - The 
Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) is a 
United States Army military award. The 
badge is awarded to infantrymen and 
Special Forces soldiers in the rank of 
colonel and below, who fought in active 
ground combat while assigned as 
members of either an Infantry, Ranger or Special Forces unit, of brigade size or 
smaller, any time after 6 December 1941. 

The CIB and its non-combat contemporary, the Expert Infantryman Badge (EIB) 
were created in November 1943 during World War II to boost morale and increase 
the prestige of service in the Infantry. Specifically, it recognizes the inherent 
sacrifices of all infantrymen, and that they face a greater risk of being wounded or 
killed in action than any other military occupational specialties.[3] 















vietnam Service Medal w/ 1 Campaign Star- The Vietnam 
Service Medal (VSM) was awarded to all members of the United 
States Armed Forces serving in Vietnam and its contiguous 
waters or airspace thereover, after 3 July 1965 through 28 March 
1973. Members of the United States Armed Forces 

in Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, or airspace thereover, during the 
same period and serving in direct support of operations in 


Vietnam are also eligible for the award.'"| 
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Republic of Vietnam Campaign Ribbon- 
The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal also known 
as the Vietnam Campaign Medal (Vietnamese: Chién 
Dich B6i Tinh) is a military campaign medal which was 
| created in 1949, and awarded to French military 
-#@ personnel during the First Indochina War. During 
the Vietnam War (Second Indochina War), the South 
Vietnamese government awarded the Republic of 
Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1 960- ) to 
members of the South Vietnamese military for wartime 
service and on March 24, 1966, to members of the U.S. military for support of 
operations in Vietnam."! In May 1966, other allied foreign military personnel 
became eligible for the award. 


The medal was awarded for two different periods of service in Vietnam. The first 
period for the award was from 8 March 1949 to 20 July 1954. The second period 
was from 1 January 1960 to the end of the Vietnam War (the date was to be given 
when the war ended and North Vietnam was defeated). On 30 April 1975, Saigon 
was captured by the North Vietnamese army and South Vietnam surrendered. 











ational Defense Service Medal - The National Defense Service 
edal (NDSM) is a service medal of the United States Armed 
Forces established by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953. 
The medal was first intended to be a "blanket campaign medal" 
awarded to service members who served honorably during a 
designated time period of which a "national emergency" had been 
declared during a time of war or conflict. It may also be issued to 
active military members for any other period that the Secretary of 
\\ Defense designates. 







Marksman Badge w/ Machine Gun 





Sharpshooter Badge w/ Rifle 
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MEDAL WINNERS 


Larry Gronewald's family members pose with the slain Vietnam War soldier's medals, 

presented by Rep. Dave Loebsack in a moving ceremony Sunday at Don's Pub in Donahue. From 
left: Sisters Arlene Kaczinski and Linda Holdorf, brother Ralph Gronewald, Loebsack, nieces 
Carrie Coon and Chris Arp. 


ne ee 


Carrie Coon dabs a teardrop while accepting a copy of her uncle Larry Gronewald's Purple Heart. Rep. Dave Loebsack, left, 
the medals and brought an extra Purple Heart in her uncle's name for Coon. The medals include a Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Silver 


Star, Good Conduct Medal, Combat Infantryman's Badge, Vietnam Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam campaign ribbon, National =f. 
Defense Service Medal, Marksman Badge with Machine Gun and Sharpshooter Badge with Rifle. See + NSP photos by Mark Ridolfi. jy 
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Name ose = * f Foe ai Panel Line 
GRONEWOLD, LARRY MARSHALL . 46E 016 
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Branch ARMY 
Component SELECTIVE SERVICE 
Rank PFC 
Grade E3 
MOS 11D10 
Posthumous Promotion {n/a} 
Birthdate 10/16/45 
Tour Date 01/08/68 
Casualty Date 03/25/68 
Length/Service eal: 00 
Processing Date 03/68 
Age 22 
Home of Record DONAHUE 
State IOWA 
| Religion LUTHERAN & MISSOURI SYNOD 
Marital Status SINGLE 
Sex M 
CAUCASIAN 


BODY RECOVERED 
HOSTILE, DIED 


Race 
Jisposition 
Pal 


é Casualty Type 








BURNS 
GROUND CASUALTY 
Country SOUTH VIETNAM 
Province HUA NGHIA 
CACCF Comment {n/a} € 
CAGCF Ref No. 12529 
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